
 

 

April 13, 2021 

 

To the Editor: 

 

With all due respect to Mr. Arthur Piccolo and his “long association” with our community, his 

recent diatribe in his opinion piece in your publication, reflect a significant ignorance of the facts 

about the Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine at the World Trade Center.  

Please allow us, as the very people committed to and effecting the rebuilding, to set the record 

straight. 

 

As the only House of Worship destroyed on 9/11, the original Saint Nicholas Church, the beloved 

little temple at 155 Cedar Street, endured the same fate as thousands of our fellow citizens of every 

race, creed, and culture. The resurrection of the Church – especially as a National Shrine – was 

always envisaged as a statement about more than a single rebuilt Greek Orthodox Church. It was 

about America, common values, and the shared humanity that was overcome by hatred on that 

fateful day, but which we shall overcome by love. 

 

As the rebuilt Greek Orthodox Church, the Saint Nicholas National Shrine will be yet again a 

functioning parish of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America (the majority of whose parishes 

do not fly flags of any kind on their exterior). As a National Shrine, the Church will give tribute, 

honor, and memory to those whose lives were taken, and who sacrificed their own, on September 

11, 2001.  It will offer a ministry that goes beyond that of a simple parish Church, to bear witness 

to freedom of faith and conscious, and the mutual respect that all people of good will have for one 

another. 

 

In fact, Saint Nicholas will become the quintessential Greek Orthodox Church of America and will 

bring the knowledge of our faith and culture to an even wider swath of the American and indeed, 

international public. 

 

Unfortunately, Mr. Piccolo clearly has axes to grind, and he should be ashamed of himself for 

using the loss of the Saint Nicholas Church and the tragedy of 9/11 to do so. If he really does have 

any friends in the Greek-American Community, he would already know that no elected 

governmental official has done more to aid in the rebuilding of Saint Nicholas than Governor 

Cuomo. For the Governor and his predecessors since 9/11, the rebuilding of Saint Nicholas has 

always been a matter of equity and fairness, something Mr. Piccolo clearly does not understand. 

If he had, he would not have invoked the sacred symbols and dates of the Greek People in service 

to his personal agenda. 

 

Dennis Mehiel, Chairman 

Michael Psaros, Co-Chairman 

The Friends of Saint Nicholas 


